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IN THE CLAIMS 

This is a complete and current listing of the claims, marked with status identifiers in 
parentheses. The following listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of 
claims in the application. 

1. through 54. (Cancelled) 

55. (New) A dispenser for holding a means for dispensing units, 

the holding means comprising a plurality of units to be dispensed from a predetermined 

surface thereof, 

the dispenser comprising: 

o an opening for receiving the holding means, 

o means for preventing access to the units from the predetermined surface, when 

the holding means is received by the dispenser, 
o means for engaging the holding means, when the holding means is received by 

the dispenser, and 
o means for releasing the engaging means, 

wherein: 

the dispenser further comprises means for maintaining the first surface at or in a 
predetermined plane, when the holding means is received by the dispenser, 
the engaging means comprises means for abutting an edge portion, of the holding 
means, facing the opening, when the holding means is received in the opening, the 
abutting means having an abutting surface facing the edge portion of the holding 
means, extending at an angle to the predetermined plane, and a predetermined distance 
away from the plane, and 

the releasing means comprises means for displacing the edge portion of the holding 
means at least the predetermined distance away from the plane. 

56. (New) A dispenser according to claim 55, wherein the maintaining means is adapted to 
bias the holding means against one or more surface parts of the dispenser, the surface part(s) 
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defining the predetermined plane. 

57. (New) A dispenser according to claim 56, wherein the abutting edge portion extends 
the predetermined distance away from the surface part(s). 

58. (New) A dispenser according to claim 56, wherein the displacing means is adapted to 
displace the edge portion at least the predetermined distance away from the surface part(s). 

59. (New) A dispenser according to claim 55, wherein the displacing means is positioned in 
a part of the dispenser also defining the surface part(s), the displacing means being adapted to 
displace the edge portion in a direction at an angle to the predetermined plane. 

60. (New) A dispenser according to claim 59, wherein the displacing means is engageable 
by a user from one or more outer surface part(s) of the dispenser. 

61. (New) A dispenser according to claim 60, the dispenser comprising, at the outer surface 
part and in the part(s) of the dispenser defining the surface part(s), a resilient or deformable 
element adapted to be deformed or displaced by the user so as to displace the edge portion of 
the holding means. 

62. (New) A dispenser according to claim 56, wherein the predetermined surface part(s) of 
the holding means is/are adapted to face the surface part(s). 

63. (New) A dispenser according to claim 56, wherein the edge portion of the holding 
means is an outer edge portion of the holding means. 

64. (New) A dispenser according to claim 56, wherein the engaging means is displaceable 
in a direction at least substantially along the predetermined plane, the dispenser comprising 
means for allowing a part of the holding means adjacent to the edge portion to bend away from 
the predetermined plane due to the biasing. 
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65. (New) A dispenser according to claim 55, wherein the predetermined plane has a bent 
shape. 

66. A method of operating a dispenser for holding a means for dispensing units, 

the holding means comprising a plurality of units to be dispensed from a predetermined 

surface thereof, 

the dispenser comprising: 

o an opening for receiving the holding means, 

o means for preventing access to the units from the predetermined surface, when 

the holding means is received by the dispenser, 
o means for engaging the holding means, when the holding means is received by 

the dispenser, and 
o means for releasing the engaging means, 
the method comprising the steps of: 

maintaining the first surface at or in a predetermined plane, when the holding means is 
received by the dispenser, 

abutting an edge portion, of the holding means, facing the opening, when the holding 
means is received in the opening, the abutting means having an abutting surface facing 
the edge portion of the holding means, extending at an angle to the predetermined 
plane, and a predetermined distance away from the plane, and 

a releasing step comprising displacing the edge portion of the holding means at least the 
predetermined distance away from the plane. 

67. (New) A method according to claim 66, wherein the maintaining step comprises 
biasing the holding means against one or more surface parts of the dispenser, the surface 
part(s) defining the predetermined plane. 

68. (New) A method according to claim 67, wherein the abutting edge portion extends the 
predetermined distance away from the surface part(s). 

69. (New) A method according to claim 67, wherein the displacing step comprises 
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displacing the edge portion at least the predetermined distance away from the surface part(s). 

70. (New) A method according to claim 67, wherein the displacing means are positioned in 
a part of the dispenser also defining the surface part(s), the displacing step comprising 
displacing the edge portion in a direction at an angle to the predetermined plane. 

71. (New) A method according to claim 70, wherein the displacing step comprises a user 
providing the displacement from an outer surface part of the dispenser. 

72. (New) A method according to claim 71, wherein the displacement is provided by the 
user deforming or displacing the edge portion of the holding means by deforming or displacing 
a resilient or deformable element provided in the part of the dispenser defining the surface 
part(s). 

73. (New) A method according to claim 67, wherein the predetermined surface part of the 
holding means faces the surface part(s). 

74. (New) A method according to claim 67, wherein the edge portion of the holding means 
is an outer edge portion of the holding means. 

75. (New) A method according to claim 67, wherein the engaging means are displaced in a 
direction at least substantially along the predetermined plane so that a part of the holding 
means adjacent to the edge portion bends away from the predetermined plane due to the 
biasing. 

76. (New) A method according to claim 67, wherein the predetermined plane has a bent 
shape. 

77. (New) A dispenser for holding a means for dispensing units, 

the holding means comprising a plurality of units to be dispensed from a predetermined 
surface thereof, 
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the dispenser comprising: 

o a slot having an opening for receiving the holding means, 

o means for preventing access to the units from the predetermined surface, when 

the holding means is received in the slot, 
o means for engaging the holding means, when the holding means is received in 

the slot, and 
o means for releasing the engaging means, 

wherein the engaging means comprise releasable biasing means for exerting a friction force to 
a surface of the holding means in order to prevent or make difficult removal thereof from the 
dispenser. 

78. (New) A dispenser according to claim 77, wherein the releasable biasing means is 
adapted to exert a first friction during movement of the holding means into the dispenser and a 
second, higher, friction during removal of the holding means from the dispenser, when the 
releasing means is not operated. 

79. (New) A dispenser according to claim 78, wherein the releasing means is adapted to 
have the biasing means exert a third friction during removal of the holding means from the 
dispenser, when the releasing means is opera, the third friction being lower than the second 
friction. 

80. (New) A dispenser according to claim 77, wherein the releasable biasing means 
comprises at least one leaf spring having two ends, one end engaging the dispenser and the 
other end being positioned so as to engage the holding means when received in the dispenser, 
the spring being positioned so that the one end is positioned closer to the opening than the 
other end. 

8 1 . (New) A dispenser according to claim 80, the at least one leaf spring having a 
longitudinal direction between the one end and the other end, the longitudinal direction being 
at least substantially parallel to a direction of movement of the holding means during reception 
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in the slot. 

82. (New) A dispenser according to claim 80, wherein the releasing means is adapted to 
remove the engagement between the leaf spring and the holding means. 

83. (New) A dispenser according to claim 82, wherein the releasing means are adapted to 
move the other end of the leaf spring in a direction away from the holding means. 

84. (New) A dispenser according to claim 83, wherein the releasing means is adapted to be 
translated in a longitudinal direction of the spring, the releasing means having means for 
engaging the spring and maintaining at least part of the spring away from the holding means. 

85. (New) A dispenser according to claim 77, wherein the releasable biasing means 
comprises an element rotatable around a predetermined axis and having a part adapted to exert 
the friction force, when the element is rotated into a first position, the releasing means being 
adapted to rotate the element to a second position where a lower friction is exerted by the 
element. 

86. (New) A dispenser according to claim 85, wherein the releasable biasing means further 
comprises means for biasing the element toward the holding means, when the element is in the 
first position. 

87. (New) A dispenser according to claim 85, wherein the element comprises one or more 
edge parts adapted to engage the holding means, when the element is in the first position. 

88. (New) A dispenser according to claim 85, wherein the predetermined axis is at least 
substantially perpendicular to a direction of movement of the holding means during reception 
in the slot. 

89. (New) A dispenser according to claim 88, wherein the axis of rotation is positioned 
closer to the opening than the part adapted to exert the friction. 
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90. (New) A method of operating a dispenser for holding a means for dispensing units, 

the holding means comprising a plurality of units to be dispensed from a predetermined 

surface thereof, 

the dispenser comprising: 

o a slot having an opening for receiving the holding means, 

o means for preventing access to the units from the predetermined surface, when 

the holding means is received in the slot, 
o means for engaging the holding means, when the holding means is received in 

the slot, and 
o means for releasing the engaging means, 
the method comprising the step of having a releasable biasing means of the engaging means 
exert a friction force to a surface of the holding means in order to prevent or make difficult 
removal thereof from the dispenser. 

91. (New) A method according to claim 90, wherein the releasable biasing means exerts a 
first friction during movement of the holding means into the dispenser and a second, higher, 
friction during removal of the holding means from the dispenser, when the releasing means is 
not operated. 

92. (New) A method according to claim 91, wherein the biasing means exerts a third 
friction during removal of the holding means from the dispenser when the releasing means is 
operated, the third friction being lower than the second friction. 

93. (New) A method according to claim 90, wherein the releasable biasing means 
comprises at least one leaf spring having two ends, one end engaging the dispenser and the 
other end engaging the holding means when received in the dispenser, the spring being 
positioned so that the one end is positioned closer to the opening than the other end. 

94. (New) A method according to claim 39, the at least one leaf spring having a 
longitudinal direction between the one end and the other end, the longitudinal direction being 
at least substantially parallel to a direction of movement of the holding means during reception 
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in the slot. 

95. (New) A method according to claim 93, further comprising a releasing step wherein the 
releasing means removes the engagement between the leaf spring and the holding means. 

96. (New) A method according to claim 95, wherein the releasing means move the other 
end of the leaf spring in a direction away from the holding means. 

97. (New) A method according to claim 96, wherein the releasing means are translated in a 
longitudinal direction of the spring, the releasing means having means for engaging the spring 
and maintaining at least part of the spring away from the holding means. 

98. (New) A method according to claim 90, wherein the releasable biasing means are 
rotated around a predetermined axis and having a part exerting the friction force, when the 
element is rotated into a first position, the releasing means rotating the element to a second 
position where a lower friction is exerted by the element. 

99. (New) A method according to claim 98, wherein the releasable biasing means further 
comprises means for biasing the element toward the holding means, when the element is in the 
first position. 

100. (New) A method according to claim 98, wherein the engaging step comprises having 
one or more edge parts of the releasable biasing means engage the holding means, when the 
element is in the first position. 

101. (New) A method according to claim 98, wherein the rotation is performed around a 
predetermined axis which is at least substantially perpendicular to a direction of movement of 
the holding means during reception in the slot. 

102. (New) A method according to claim 101, wherein the axis of rotation is positioned 
closer to the opening than the part adapted to exert the friction. 
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103. (New) A dispenser according to claim 55, further comprising a biasing means adapted 
to be biased by the holding means when received in the slot and which is adapted to move the 
holding means in a direction out of the slot, when the releasing means are operated. 

104. (New) A dispenser according to claim 77, further comprising a biasing means adapted 
to be biased by the holding means when received in the slot and which is adapted to move the 
holding means in a direction out of the slot, when the releasing means are operated. 

105. (New) A dispenser according to claim 55, wherein the releasing means comprises one 
or more push buttons, pushing the one or more buttons toward or into the dispenser releasing 
the engaging or biasing means. 

106. (New) A dispenser according to claim 77, wherein the releasing means comprises one 
or more push buttons, pushing the one or more buttons toward or into the dispenser releasing 
the engaging or biasing means. 

107. (New) A dispenser according to claim 55, wherein the releasing means comprises one 
or more rotatable members, rotation of the rotatable member(s) releasing the engaging or 
biasing means. 

108. (New) A dispenser according to claim 77, wherein the releasing means comprises one 
or more rotatable members, rotation of the rotatable member(s) releasing the engaging or 
biasing means. 

109. (New) A method according to claim 66, further comprising the step of biasing a 
biasing means during insertion of the holding means in the slot, an outputting step comprising 
the step of the biasing means pushing, upon operation of the releasing means, the holding 
means in a direction out of the slot. 

1 10. (New) A method according to claim 90, further comprising the step of biasing a 
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biasing means during insertion of the holding means in the slot, an outputting step comprising 
the step of the biasing means pushing, upon operation of the releasing means, the holding 
means in a direction out of the slot. 

111. (New) A method according to claim 66, wherein the releasing step comprises pushing 
one or more push buttons toward or into the dispenser in order to release the engaging or 
biasing means. 

112. (New) A method according to claim 90, wherein the releasing step comprises pushing 
one or more push buttons toward or into the dispenser in order to release the engaging or 
biasing means. 

113. (New) A method according to claim 66, wherein the releasing step comprises rotating 
one or more rotatable members in order to release the engaging or biasing means. 

114. (New) A method according to claim 90, wherein the releasing step comprises rotating 
one or more rotatable members in order to release the engaging or biasing means. 



